
BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY[image: ] COUNCIL

Agreed Minute of the Community Council meeting 14 May 2026
                   in the BaRI Building, High Street, Blairgowrie
				and online via Zoom
                   
	ATTENDANCE
BRCC members

David Cuthill (DC)
Scott MacGregor (SM)
Gina Purrmann (GP)
Lesley McDonald (LM)
Liam Airth (LA)
Lily Donald
Megan Woods
	


Chairperson
Vice Chair
Secretary
	
PKC Councillors

Bob Brawn (BB)
Caroline Shiers (CS)

Steve Johnson, BRDT

4 members of the public
	APOLOGIES
Jamie-Louise Morrison (JLM)
Amila Kitchingham (AK)
Maddie Brown (MB)

Cllr Tom McEwan (TM)

Paul Cunningham, BHS
Police Scotland
Fire & Rescue Service



	Item 1 - Welcome and introductions

DC welcomed all to the meeting and advised that with the permission of attendees, the meeting will be recorded solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes, and it will not be shared, and will be deleted as soon as the minutes have been written.
	Actions

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies as above. DC thanked AS who has now stood down from BRCC.
	

	Item 3 - Adoption of draft minutes

Approval of the draft minutes of the meeting on 12 March 2026 was proposed by SM and seconded by LA. 

Approval of the draft minutes of the meeting on 9 April 2026 was proposed by LM and seconded by DC. 
	




	Item 4 - Police & Fire Reports

The following report from the SFRS was submitted by email: 
Blairgowrie crews have been mobilised 125 times in 2026 so far. 
Community Safety Engagement
Crews are halfway through delivering the Young Firefighters programme with Blairgowrie High School Champs Group. The course focuses on the service’s values of Safety, Teamwork, Respect and Innovation, as well as teaching basic Firefighting skills. 
On Saturday 30th May, the annual station car wash is taking place between 10am – 3pm in aid of the Firefighters Charity.
Throughout the month, multiple Home Fire Safety Visits (HFSVs) were completed, targeting vulnerable members of the community and supporting those referred through partner agencies. Crews also conducted a number of Operational Intelligence (OI) visits, ensuring up-to-date risk information was gathered and shared to enhance firefighter and public safety.
The following report from PoliceScotland was submitted by email: 

8 April 2026 – 3 x theft by shoplifting and an attempted theft by shoplifting at the Co-op on Hatton Road, Glen Ogal and the Co-op on Perth Street, and Home Bargains. Two males have been identified, arrested and charged. 

30 April 2026 – Five youths were traced within the former Rosemount Care Home, conveyed home and charged and reported to the Youth Justice Assessor.

2 May 2026 – There were incidents of threatening and abusive behaviour (hate crime aggravator) in relation to a protest held in the Wellmeadow. Four males have been identified, arrested and charged. 

3 and 4 May 2026 – There were incidents of culpable and reckless conduct and vandalism at the former Royal Hotel. Three youths have been identified, traced and charged and reported to the Youth Justice Assessor.

4 May 2026 – Theft by house-breaking and willful fireraising at Good News, Wellmeadow. Two persons have been identified, arrested and charged.
Other examples of work carried out by the Blairgowrie Community Policing Team include:
On 20 April 2026 PC Gary Campbell was delighted to meet with the Blairgowrie Business Focus Group. During the meeting a range of topics were discussed, including crime prevention, how to deal with and report incidents and also various local issues.
On 22 April 2026 the team attended RAPID training, which developed understanding and knowledge around security of and enquires relating to theft of plant machinery and other issues related to the building and agriculture industries.
Following concerns raised by residents, on 27 April 2026 the team attended the Blairgowrie Community Campus Exclusion Zone, specifically at Smithfield Crescent. During this visit a number of fines were issued to drivers driving within the zone during the proscribed times. 
CS and DC noted thanks to the police. GP to convey BRCC’s thanks to PC Campbell and to circulate the police report. LM said that the Business Focus Group was very active and had an alert system in place so that if shoplifting did occur then the town centre retailers were all made aware.
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	Item 5 - Matters raised by members of the public

Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by the members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated.

a) Recreation Centre – GP said that concerns have been raised by a member of the public about the way the facilities are set up could leave children vulnerable as the cubicles are now all individual units and floor to ceiling. Previously use by members of the public and the school did not overlap but that is not the case now. CS said that would be a matter for the school and Live Active. It should have been risk assessed but any concerns should be raised with Live Active. 
b) Fire at Good News shop – All those who helped in the immediate aftermath of the fire should be thanked by BRCC on social media. AS asked if there was a way to ensure that businesses are insured, as what happens if, for example, the former Royal Hotel goes on fire. The consensus was that there wasn’t ,as it is up to the individual businesses to ensure they are insured. 
	











LM

	Item 6 - Matters Arising/ Reports Back

a) CCTV – SM and BB to meet with council officers to look at CCTV again. PKC has a preference for using a council building to site the CCTV hub. SM suggested the Community Connect building. The public toilets in the Wellmeadow were also suggested. The cameras themselves would be on lampposts. Coverage would be from the petrol station on Perth Street through the town and up to Gas Brae. SM will update further at the next BRCC meeting. There will also be a public consultation. LM asked if funding would be available for individual businesses to purchase cameras if the proposals with PKC didn’t happen. Private CCTV can only cover privately-owned land. 
b) Care and maintenance concerns around the Perth Road retail park – SM emailed PKC. The bins are to be emptied more regularly. Lidl and Starbucks keep their áreas clear. Home Bargains is aware of the issue and the manager is looking at alternatives. CS and BB will continue to follow this up with the retailers and council officers. 
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	Item 7 - Regular Reports

a) Representation from Young People 

LA has been on study leave so nothing to report.


b) Resilience / Flooding / First Responders

Resilience / Flooding – The Resilience Group has received a grant from PKC to purchase flood barriers for Springfield Road and eight Jackery power units to give to vulnerable people who rely on power for medical equipment. There is to be an information event for residents there with PKC, the BRCC Resilience Group, the police and SFRS to demonstrate the new barriers. A new defib and cabinet is being purchased for Whiteloch. One of the young people will design a logo for the Resilience Group. There has not been a flooding incident in a while. SM has checked the sensor. SM has requested to BB that PKC clears the area so that the sensor can be accessed. New members for the Resilience Group are always welcome.

First Responders – the management team is meeting regularly, charitable status has been achieved and a bank account opened. A Facebook page and a JustGiving page have been set up. Funding is being applied for - £3000 is needed for each kit bag and it is recommended that three kit bags are purchased. Some of the team will be taking part in the Kilt Walk in Dundee in August as part of the fundraising efforts. DC suggested to the young people that they could get involved in fundraising. LM suggested that the First Responders apply to the new JPC O’Rafferty Trust for funding. SM to pass on contact details. It was suggested that once the group was more established it expands to include other areas such as the Glens, Alyth and Coupar Angus. 

c) Climate Action

Two members of the public have praised the tree planting project. 

PKC has been awarded an ‘A’ grade for its efforts to tackle climate change for the third year in a row. The award is made by the Carbon Disclosure Project. Some of the initiatives that were of particular note were school recycling projects, support for resilience groups, nature restoration funds and a variety of other things.


d) Twinning 

Natalie Dupres has emailed to say that the Mayor was re-elected in March and representatives from Brebieres are keen to visit Scotland. They are looking for ideas on accommodation for 50-60 people. SM suggested the Angus Hotel. GP said they were keen to explore staying with individual people. An appeal could be made on social media. CS suggested speaking to Friends of Cognac in Perth to see how they approach this and will pass on contact details. GP to contact a French cultural group she is aware of which has some members in Blairgowrie. CS to follow up with Blairgowrie and Rattray Community Football Trust whether they are still hoping to develop links with their Brebieres equivalent. 

Blairgowrie, Rattray and District Pipe Band will be visiting Brebieres in September and is currently fundraising for that. 

e) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray

i. Built Environment – SM mentioned that when the gas works were done on the Alyth Road the Welcome to Blairgowrie and Rattray sign was taken down. CS said that PKC was aware of that. 
ii. Open Spaces – Blairgowrie and Rattray in Bloom and BRAN are continuing to do great work. The Biodiversity Blair group is starting to remove Himalayan Balsam again. Volunteers from Proctors and Blairgowrie High School are going to help. Lots of different groups such as social work, the social prescribers, the High School and the primary schools are getting involved with Rattray Community Garden for lots of different reasons. 
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	Item 8 - Traffic Matters

Speeding – SM said that there has been a post on social media about cameras in the town. These are to gather data to see how much traffic flow there is in the town and what speeds they are going. They will not affect privacy. 

There was a discussion about a new system that will provide reports and evidence to PKC about where speeding and accident hotspots are. 
	

	Item 9 - Planning Matters

GP said that following BRCC’s appeal, BRCC has been contacted by someone who has a particular interest in planning. They have been invited to attend a BRCC meeting.  
	

	Item 10 - Citizen of the Year

The deadline for nominations is May 31st, 2026. The trophies are going around the town as agreed. LM to contact AK for latest photo of trophies. DC urged people to nominate. SM suggested using the Discover Blairgowrie mailing lists to encourage as many people as possible to nominate. Senior pupils at the school are still on study leave. LD and MW to ask the senior team at the school to nominate. Next year BRCC could go into the schools earlier to ensure that more pupils are aware of the awards. The trophy tour could be launched at the school, and BRCC could do a presentation to the pupils and to other community groups. 
	

LM


LD and MW

	Item 11 - Chair’s Report 

The following emails received were brought to the attention of those present:
28/4 – Grow Wild sites in and around Blairgowrie have been planted with wild flower seeds and signs have gone up informing people of that
28/4 – Key points from the interim meeting were AS, LA and MB stepping down from the community council. Recruitment of new members of BRCC is important. It was decided that BRCC will hold six open meetings a year rather than 12 to make the commitment less onerous for volunteers. Public meetings will therefore be held on the second Thursday of the odd-numbered months (eg January, March, May etc) and community councillors will continue to hold interim meetings on the alternate months. If big issues such as planning applications came up then a meeting could be called. 
SSEN site selection document – the feedback period has been extended. CS has met with two lots of residents and they feel that they need support vocalising their concerns. They are going to contact BRCC; SM is happy to meet with them.
2/5 – Correspondence has been received regarding a possible coalition of community councils to potentially gather evidence to demonstrate that communities are the most powerless in Western democracies. There was a local area committee pilot project in Kinross which got some funding to spend on local priorities. There is a general feeling that community councillors are overworked, undervalued and underappreciated. 
4/5 – Consultation on Shaping the Future of Scotland’s Forests. Survey closes on 5 June. 
11/5 – Change of use has been granted for the former butcher’s shop to become a café and pottery workshop
11/5 – There is a pilot project offering out of hours support for adults experiencing mental health and wellbeing issues. BRCC has been asked to share the poster. It was suggested that carers are told about the service so that they can signpost people to it.
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	Item 12 - Treasurer’s Report

Admin 	
April balance						£700
May balance						£700
									
Projects
April balance						£23,448.59
                                              Income Expenditure    Balance
Defib Pads				£122.34	£23,326.25		
Defib Kit				£1,912.80	£21,413.45
PA Hire			£40			£21,453.45
Defib Grant			£1,704			£23,157.45
Jackery Power			£3,039	            £20,118.45
Head torches				£599.40	£19,519.05
Sack Truck				£294.89	£19,224.16
Flood Barriers				£6,690	            £12,534.16
Powerbank				£3,582	            £8,952.16
Screwfix shelving & lights		£439.80	£8,512.36
May balance						£8,512.36

Community Pot					£928.90
Resilience						£5,100
Well (Defib)						£8.46
Rooted in B & R					£2,475

Community Pot contains £446.56 allocated to the Christmas Tree. SM will submit a request to transfer the Christmas Wish Tree money to the Illuminations Committee. 
	SJ







SM

	Item 13 - Councillors’ Reports

Councillor Brawn

· Will chase response from police regarding manning of Blair Police Station.
· There has been a change of condition for the build out of Phase 1b and 2a of Westpark in relation to the pedestrian crossing on Essendy Road. This is now to be implemented on the first occupation of a dwelling on Phase 1b. There is no change to the number of houses that is to be built. BB has contacted the architects about the broken barriers. 
· Flooding – looking at putting in a speedbump at Castle Water end of Lower Mill Street to divert water down a ramp. The road is due to be resurfaced. Leaky dam on the Rattray Burn is to be looked at. 
· Re-emphasised the dangers of Rosemount Care Home.
· Thanked committee for their support of Blair in Bloom.
· Discussed Community Speed Group in Mount Blair and invited SM to come to the next meeting on 18 May so that he can try and get one for Blair off the ground. SM has contacted people who have raised concerns about speeding but as yet none of them have responded to him. 
· Suggested we start to meet in Rattray again to encourage more Rattray residents come along- this was agreed for alternate meetings, starting with the September meeting. GP to book the room at the football club. BRCC website to be updated and a poster is to be placed in the window of the BaRI Buildling listing meeting dates and venues.
 
Councillor Shiers
· Received complaints about open space management and parking in and around Provost Road area. A meeting is being organised with officers from various departments.
· The fire in the newsagents (Good News) was an absolute disaster, and leaves another severely fire damaged building in the town. 
· Numerous untaxed and un-MOT’d vehicles in Ferguson Park have been reported and action is being taken to have them removed.
· The Royal Hotel continues to be a concern. Action has been taken by the police, SFRS and the council vacant building officer. A request has been made to have the building registered as a Dangerous Building which could then allow the council to act. 
· New contracts for verge cutting and weed spraying have now been issued.
· CS has asked again for updates from PKC with regards to Arthur Street and Lochy Parks which are in dire need of upgrade.
· The roll out of the 20mph zone will begin in July 2026.
· CS has asked again for an update regarding the Recreation Centre with regards to the ongoing leak and the demolition of the old building.
· The town entry sign at Rattray will be replaced and also bus stop signs at the old hospital. The town welcome sign will be repositioned to allow a clear line of sight for the bus stop to allow people to use it.
· The next community litter pick will be Sunday 31 May meeting at 11am behind SCYD in the Wellmeadow.
· A request has been made to address the issue of disabled parking in the area around the dentist. A meeting has been organised for 29 May.
· SCYD marks their 21st birthday on 29 May from 2pm until 6pm to which everyone is welcome. 
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	Item 14 – AOCB
	

	General Note: To bring repairs, maintenance, traffic and other council matters to PKC’s attention, any resident can do so via the PKC website https://my.pkc.gov.uk
	




Date of next meeting: 9 July 2026, 7pm in the Bari Building
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