


BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

Agreed Minutes of the Community Council meeting 12 March 2026 

In the BaRI Building, High Street, Blairgowrie and online via Zoom
                   
	ATTENDACE
BRCC members
Scott MacGregor (SM)
Gina Purrmann (GP)
Andy Scott (AS)
Liam Airth (LA)
	

Vice Chair
Secretary

	PKC Councillors
Bob Brawn (BB)
Caroline Shiers(CS)


  2 Members of the public
	APOLOGIES
JamieLouise Morrison (JLM)
Lesley McDonald (LM)
Amila Kitchingman (AK)
David Cuthill (DC
Maddie Brown (MB)
Cllr Tom McEwan (TE)
Paul Cunningham(PC)
Police
Fire



	Item 1 - Welcome and introductions
SM welcomed all to the meeting and advised that with the permission of attendees, the meeting would be recorded solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes, the recording would not be shared, and would be deleted as soon as the minutes have been written. All agreed.
	Actions

	Item 2 - Apologies
Apologies as above.
	

	Item 3 - Adoption of draft minutes
Amendment: that Item 5 b) be amended to read: A meeting has been set up for 14.00, Wednesday,18th February 2026 at the Town Hall. Issues to be addressed include interpretation of PKC Planning Officers’ statements about what was put in the report for the Gallowbank development, the record keeping by PKC Planning, and experiencing general disdain from PKC Planning and other PKC staff.
Adoption of the draft minutes of 12 March 2026 with above amendment proposed by GP, seconded by AS, agreed by members.
	

	Item 4 - Police & Fire Reports

Fire Report: Service Delivery - Blairgowrie March 2026
"Blairgowrie have been mobilised 66 times in 2026 so far.
Derelict buildings- Crews have been proactive in visiting Rosemount care home and The Royal and testing surrounding hydrants. We are also continuing to take a joint approach to education and will be working with the schools again this year on the dangers of derelict buildings later this year.
Throughout the month, multiple Home Fire Safety Visits (HFSVs) were completed, targeting vulnerable members of the community and supporting those referred through partner agencies. Crews also conducted a number of Operational Intelligence (OI) visits, ensuring up-to-date risk information was gathered and shared to enhance firefighter and public safety."
	

	Police Report: ServiceDelivery - Blairgowrie March 2026
Since the date of the last meeting there were five Crimes of Note, all involving vandalism, one also involving theft and threatening behaviour. In all but one case, persons responsible were identified and referred to Youth Justice Assessor.
"There has been an increase in antisocial and criminal behaviour in Blairgowrie involving youths, which has understandably caused the local community a significant amount of concern.
We would like to thank members of the local community who have already
come forward with information in relation to these incidents.
The Community Policing Team has carried out enquiries which have led to a
number of those responsible being identified, traced and charged in
connection with these incidents.
The Community Team, supported by partner agencies, have also increased
patrols, particularly in the evenings and weekends. This included both high-
visibility and plain clothed patrols over the weekend of 27th/28th February, with the aim of disrupting such behaviour and providing reassurance to the
community. These proactive patrols will continue going forward."
	

	Item 5 - Matters raised by members of the public
a) Care & Maintenance Concerns around the Perth Road Retail Park (Westpark)
While this is not the first time it has been brought to our attention, it remains an ongoing concern—not only within the site itself, but also along the surrounding paths and the wider area around the development. Concerns were specifically raised about the level of litter in and around the Westpark Retail Development, which includes Lidl, Home Bargains, and Starbucks. The meeting heard that it is the responsibility of the businesses at the Westpark development to deal with the litter on the whole of their site, much of which is left in the car park by drivers and passengers. 
In addition, the general condition of the site was highlighted, including deteriorating planting, broken or displaced kerbstones, and flooding near the entrance to Home Bargains. Photographs were shown.
Another key issue is the trail of litter extending from the development towards the high school. There appears to be a significant lack of bins, and those that are in place are frequently overflowing. As a result, young people attempting to dispose of litter are often unable to do so.
PKC has indicated that there are currently no resources available to install additional bins or increase the frequency of collections. . 
When challenged at the most recent litter community-led litter pick, one of the businesses admitted that what was collected was very much their litter. Litter should not be a responsibility that falls so heavily on residents, particularly given the increasing number of similar issues being managed at a community level. 
This issue is only going to get worse with more businesses wanting to come to Westpark. When planning permission was being sought for the existing businesses, they were full of rhetoric about how they saw themselves as part of the community, yet now cannot even take responsibility for their own litter, unless challenged by members of the community. This highlights that there is no follow up, neither from the business nor from PKC, on what is said in order to gain planning permission.  Furthermore, far from supporting the community, none of the businesses at Westpark even has something as simple as a Community Notice Board.
	



	



	
Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by the members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated.

Item 6 - Matters Arising / Reports Back
a) Speeding
GP responded to the people who had written in last month. They both replied, thanking the meeting for taking their concerns seriously. 
b) Meeting with PKC Scrutiny & Performance Committee
In general, it was felt this was a useful meeting. The two issues of density calculations and information governance were taken up formally. 
Next, the Scrutiny & Performance Committee will meet on Wednesday of next week, and the leader will say that he has received a formal letter outlining the concerns raised, and will ask that a formal review of this situation be initiated. 
	

	c) CCTV
This was something that was looked at a few ago. BRCC members and PKC staff walked around the town and identified suitable sites for CCTV cameras, also where the infrastructure hub could be, somewhere for the whole CCTV system to come back to. 
There needs to be a consultation with the members of the public to ensure this is wanted by the community. 
Someone from PKC needs to do a survey to actually see what it will cost and then there can be a discussion about how this could be funded.
With increasing anti-social behaviour, the police have agreed that they would support CCTV.
	

	Item 7 - Regular Reports

a. Representation of Young People - LA
Blairgowrie High School and Strathmore Schools Pipe Bands won the free style section of the Scottish School Pipe Band Championship out of 25 bands.

S6 Dylan Wallace came 1st in the Vocal Competition of the Rotary Young Musician Competition.

In February BHS hosted a music quiz and Open Mic night, which was organised by the Music Business Class, and raised money for ManTalk.

Spring Fling, an annual dance, is coming up for S3,4 and 5 on the 26 March 2026, which is a formal event that we all dress up for. 

Our prize giving has been confirmed for the 16 June 2026.

S6 on Tuesday 17th March 2026 are doing a hide and seek game night, which will involve a huge year group game and lots of other fun games

S1 had a visit from local businesses, and were given the opportunity to come up with their own business ideas and designs.

b) Resilience/Flooding/First Responders

I - Resilience - SM

"We had a regular meeting on the 3 March 2026. Around 40 metres of flood clips, including internal and external corners, are on their way. These essentially take over from sandbags, though these are still needed to stabilise. The flood water itself pushes and keeps them in position. 

An application for eight jack units is being submitted. These are units that are charge up and available if the power goes. They can be given to people that are deemed vulnerable, who might need medical equipment, and so on.

Re defibrillators and pads. The football club and the phone box are both out of service due to an issue with pads replacements. We are asking the job centre to loan us their defibrillator to put into the phone box, which is available 24/7, rather than just when the job centre is open. The Balmoral Hotel goes out of order at the end of this month. Hopefully it will all be sorted by the end of this month.

We are planning an information session at the Springfield site in Rattray, next to where our containers are, once we get the flood clips. That will hopefully empower property owners to take charge in an emergency.

River track system on the Rattray burn. A lot of vegetation needs to be cleared. Hopefully Tayside Contracts has picked up the debris there so that it does not dry out and make its way back into the watercourse..
Metal fence will be put around the culvert instead of the current wooden one. "

	







































	ii - First Responders

"A meeting of the management was held on Tuesday 10 March 2026, we had a speaker from Pitlochry who set up the group there.


We have an open Meeting next Thursday 19 March 2026 at 19.00 at Wood Leisure Corriefodly. Neil Hardy from Scottish Ambulance, 1st Responders is speaking.

We have started fund raising,  with one of the members climbing the Discovery Mast in Dundee on the 4th April 2026."

c) Climate Action
 GP reported that following a recent visit to the BRCFT football grounds for International Women’s Day, she highlighted the issue of idling cars in the car park. BRCFT responded really positively and is taking action on this issue.

d) Twinning

Unfortunately, no one from Brebières is able to come for the PKC area Twinning celebrations in June, hosted by the Provost. GP met with Rose Patterson, who organises the Blairgowrie, Rattray & District Pipe Band, and she was really positive about their trip over to Brebieres in September. GP has put our BRCFT in touch with the football club in Brebières, so hopefully that, too, will result in a successful relationship.

e) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattary

Nothing to report
	

	Item 8 - Traffic Matters

Nothing to report
	

	Item 9 - Planning Matters

Nothing to report
	

	Item 10 - Citizen of the Year
The Citizen of the Year Trophy Tour has started in Mitchell's this week, moving to the library, then to the high school and Irvine's butchers the following weeks. There is a nomination form in the hub magazine, also at Mitchell’s, the library, and available on the website, or you can send an email to sec@brcommunitycouncil.org.uk . 
	



	Item 11 - Chair’s Report

A list of correspondence highlighted will be inserted here.
	

	Item 12 - Treasurer’s Report

No report.
	

	Item 13 Councillors Report
 
Councillor Shiers
CS reported: A very positive meeting was held with the Police and representatives of Pubwatch and the Community Council. There was an increase in visible policing in the town and action being taken on problem spots. This is all welcome and will hopefully continue, as a consistent approach is needed.

PKC recently set its budget. Local issues included in the opposition budget, but unfortunately unsuccessful, were upgrading the Ruthven Road to provide a resilience route when there is flooding, and £75k to begin feasibility work for a new Blairgowrie High School. Will continue to push for both of these. Money had been accepted to repair and maintain war memorials across the area. The Wellmeadow one is definitely needing some repair and care.

Contacted PKC regarding the current school exclusion zone around the Campus where consideration now needs to be given to the new build streets. 

Thanks to those who attended the recent litter pick. A date for the next one will be confirmed. 

A very positive piece of news around the introduction of an out of hours, pilot, scheme providing crisis support for those with mental health issues in response to the tragic number of suicides in the local area in recent years. This will allow people to access support through the night.

Discussions are ongoing around the Royal Hotel and thanks to all parties involved in this. 

A request has been made for a review of disabled parking around the Croft and at the rear of the Blairgowrie Dentists. There is currently no disabled parking in the vicinity and no provision to drop off despite the disabled access being to the rear.

Contact with PKC and Scotia Homes about the play park at Piggy Lane which remains fenced off much to the disappointment of local residents.

Councillor Brawn
BB added:
             With regards to the budget, the Community Environmental Challenge Fund which is used by various groups remains in place. Libraries are also protected.

             Still pursuing funding for bus shelters in Rattray.

            Regarding the query about the lorry parked on Hatton Road, police feel there is no obstruction from a legal perspective but will continue to monitor.
 
	



	
	

	Item 14 - AOCB
	



Date of next meeting; 9 April 2026, 7pm in the Bari Building
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