
BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY[image: ] COUNCIL

Agreed Minutes of the Community Council meeting 12 February 2026
                   in the BaRI Building, High Street, Blairgowrie
				and online via Zoom
                   
	ATTENDACE
BRCC members

David Cuthill (DC)
Scott MacGregor (SM)
Gina Purrmann (GP)
Andy Scott (AS)
Maddie Brown (MB)
	


Chairperson
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
	
PKC Councillors

Bob Brawn (BB)
Caroline Shiers (CS)
Tom McEwan (TM)

2 Members of the public
	APOLOGIES

Jamie-Louise Morrison (JLM
Liam Airth (LA)
Lesley McDonald (LM)
Paul Cunningham (PC)
Amila Kitchingham (AK)
Fire & Police




	Item 1 - Welcome and introductions

DC welcomed all to the meeting and advised that with the permission of attendees, this meeting will be recorded solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes, and it will not be shared, and will be deleted as soon as the minutes have been written.
	Actions

	Item 2 - Apologies
Apologies as above.
	

	Item 3 - Adoption of draft minutes

Adoption of the draft minutes of 15 January 2026

No amendments required. The minutes were proposed by AS, seconded by SM

Decision: Minutes were approved without amendments.
	

	Item 4 - Police & Fire Reports

Fire Report: Service Delivery - Blairgowrie February 2026

Blairgowrie were mobilised 46 times in 2026 to a range of operational incidents across Scotland including fires, flooding and road traffic collisions. 

Crews have carried out multiple off station training exercises in January including Breathing Apparatus and Hazmat (hazardous materials) to further improve skills and operational response.  

Throughout the month, multiple Home Fire Safety Visits (HFSVs) were completed, targeting vulnerable members of the community and supporting those referred through partner agencies. Crews also conducted a number of Operational Intelligence (OI) visits, ensuring up-to-date risk information was gathered and shared to enhance firefighter and public safety.

Police Report:  No report was sent
	

	Item 5 -Matters raised by members of the public

a) Speeding. BRCC Secretary received two emails from members of the public regarding speeding on Elm Drive and on Perth Road. Discussion followed. PKC Councillors reiterated that they are all aware of the issues and also that there is a gulf between the perceived speeds and actual speeds when speeds are monitored by police. The problem is not enough for police to enforce checks on a more permanent basis. Speed surveys have been requested for Elm Drive, Perth Road. BRCC to reply to emails stating that the police and PKC are doing all they can. There were two pop up police figures bought by the local community on Perth Road which used to be quite effective, but they seem to have vanished since the resident who looked after them moved.
It was noted that some individuals continue to speed with impunity and this is a nationwide problem. 
At a scheduled meeting (23 Feb) with Police BRCC will ask Police to take more action. 
SM reported that when he sent an email to all members of the public who had originally voiced an interest in a B&R Speeding Group, there was no response.

b) Meeting with PKC Scrutiny & Performance Committee -
A meeting has been set up for 14.00, Wednesday,18th February 2026 at the Town Hall. Issues to be addressed include interpretation of PKC Planning Officers’ statements about what was put in the report for the Gallowbank development, the record keeping by PKC Planning, and experiencing general disdain from PKC Planning and other PKC staff. 
	



	Item 6 - Matters Arising/ Reports Back

Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by the members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated.

 a) LDP 3 As we move into the next phase of preparing our Local Development Plan (LDP), we would like to update you on the forthcoming stages of work and outline opportunities for community involvement during 2026
The Planning Authority is progressing work on the drafting of the Proposed Plan in accordance with statutory requirements. As part of our commitment to constructive engagement with communities, we will be inviting contributions at key points prior to publication.
 
What's happening next: Work to define the Spatial Strategy is underway and will identify areas for future growth.
Policy development and site assessment work continues through spring and summer.
The Proposed Plan will be developed over autumn 2026.
Ahead of the formal consultation in 2027, we will hold targeted engagement sessions with community groups to share emerging proposals and gather feedback.
 
Indicative Key Dates:
 
March–June 2026: Exploration of specific policy and place-based ideas, including Local Place Plan content, with communities and developer/landowner contacts.
May–June 2026: Online consultation on the draft Spatial Strategy, site options, approaches to local policy, settlement boundaries, and submission of additional ideas.
June 2026: Place-based discussions in key growth areas to review preferred and alternative options.
December 2026: Finalisation of the Proposed Plan for Council consideration.
Early 2027: Statutory three‑month consultation period on the Proposed Plan.

Local Place Plans registered before May 2026 will have the   greatest opportunity to inform the preparation of the Proposed Plan. Local Place Plans may, however, be submitted at any time and may become a material consideration in planning decisions.
 
Further information on session dates, participation arrangements and supporting materials will be issued in due course. We intend to offer both in‑person engagement and online consultation to support broad involvement.
 
We value the important contribution community groups make to shaping the LDP, and we look forward to continued collaboration as the Proposed Plan progresses.
 
If you have any questions or wish to register interest in specific topics, please contact the Local Development Plans Team at DevelopmentPlans@pkc.gov.uk.

This item will be moved to bottom of agenda.

b) McDonald’s Drive Thru - can be removed from agenda

c) Gallowbank Footpath- can be removed from agenda

d) Top up tap-
Will be considered as part of Public Toilets upgrade; remove from agenda.

e) Recreation Centre (Pool) -  Extra temporary parking available at Rec Centre. To remain until demolition of old centre begins. No further updates, remove from agenda
	

	Item 7 - Regular Reports

a) Representation of Young People - MB
Burns evening held at the school in January lots of dancing was had.

Prelims have just finished next step is the main exams.

S3/4/5 Spring fling, dress up and have a disco

Music performance being held on 9th March 2026 in Falkirk. 

b) Resilience/Flooding/First Responders

i - Rattrary Burn burst its banks and flooded Back Row and Schoolfield Road. Flooding caused mainly by the volume of water and debris blocking the culvert. Containers opened for local residents so they could use the equipment to protect their homes.

Water tracking has been increased to 800mm. Sensors reading at the time of the flooding were reading at 1600mm.

WhatsApp group to be established with the residents for flooding alerts.

A metal fence is to be installed around the culvert for safety. Also a large bin for the collected debris from the burn.

A container to be moved from Rattrary to Blairgowrie for future use.

ii - First Responders had a meeting on 5 February at the Bari Building. Now have charity status so can go forward. 

Fundraising meeting being held on 17 February, Next meeting will be held on 19 March open to all. 

c) Climate Action

Reminder the Scottish Government climate fund closes on1 March 2026.

Tree planting for 2025 babies went ahead on 22 February. In all 24/30 trees were planted.

d) Twinning 

End of June the Provost is organizing 4 days of twinning celebrations in Perth. Brebières cannot commit until after local elections in March.

Looking at getting some road signs made for the twinning with Brebières, need to check on cost and if possible for the signs to be made by Tayside Contract under their community programme. 

Visitors from Brebières looking at visiting Blairgowrie for part of their Scotland holiday and using new Discover Blairgowrie website to do so.

e) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattrary

Open Spaces

Calum Bachell, PKC Greenspace Co-ordinator (Policy), wrote to inform us that PKC will be undertaking tree works to remove Ash Trees with significant Ash Dieback within Sir William Macpherson Park, Blairgowrie and Westfield Common, Rattray. The works are due to start next week and will be carried out by our appointed contractor ScotFast, with approximately 20 trees to be removed.
 
The trees were identified through surveys carried out as part of the Council's Ash Dieback and Roadside Tree Strategy. Ash trees with significant dieback can become very fragile and susceptible to failure, so these trees are being removed where they may pose a risk to public safety or infrastructure. Trees have been prioritised based on the severity of the disease and footfall within the location. Further Ash trees may need to be removed at later dates from other sites within Blairgowrie & Rattray, but this will be notified separately. 
	




































SM


	Item 8 - Traffic Matters

An HGV 1 is parking overnight on Hatton Road in a parking space for cars. It is too big and causing an obstruction. Can be reported via ‘myPKC’ website.
	

	Item 9 - Planning Matters

BMX Track- it has been agreed that the developer contribution will be paid on completion of the Section 75 agreement; payment to be made to PKC.
	

	Item 10 - Citizen of the Year

To be discussed at next interim meeting.
	

	Item 11 - Chair’s Report 

For information, the following emails received were brought to the attention of those present …
27/1 – Flood Risk Management Plan Consultation email from SEPA – People across Scotland are being asked to help inform future plans by sharing their experiences of flooding to help inform how flood risk is managed in their community. The Consultation was launched on 21st January and runs until April 22nd 2026. On 30th January, a pdf was sent to CCs to circulate to inform discussion. ACTION – can our social media team please ensure this circulation happens.
6/2 – A PKC Survey was launched on Housing Needs in P&K. This has been shared on our Facebook page and we would encourage as many people as possible to take part.
6/2 – PKC email re Ash Tree Removals in Blairgowrie & Rattray - that is those with significant die-back in William McPherson Park and Westfield Common. ACTION – put on our website for information.
9/2 – P&K Building Better Support Together Group are inviting people with physical, visual or hearing challenges to help shape the future of local support services over the next 3 years. Dates to meet in person in Perth are given but views can also be shared online. Survey closes on Friday 27th March.
10/2 – SSEN Transmission Annual Infrastructure Stakeholder Engagement Survey is now live. It’s purpose is to gather feedback from stakeholders who are impacted or potentially impacted by new infrastructure projects to help SSEN to enhance it’s practice and ways of engagement.
11/2 – LDP 3 Update re forthcoming stages of work. It also outlines opportunities for community involvement during 2026.
	






LM






	Item 12 - Treasurer’s Report

No change from last month, nothing to report
	

	Item 13 Councillors’ Reports
 

Councillor Brawn

3 Bus Shelters needed in Rattary, 2 near the Old Cross pub and 1 on Hatton Road near the school; trying for funding through PKC Budget.

High number of potholes in the area due to heavy rain. Pot holes reported through My PKC are getting done. Report via https://my.pkc.gov.uk
      Thanks to Resilience Team for the sterling work they have done at the Rattray Burn.
Gritting in Wellmeadow is carried out by the driver who does pavements on the “wee tractor”. It was pointed out this needs doing earlier in the day. PKC Roads to ensure he is aware.
Bank of Scotland is to close in June 2026. The meeting noted that the Nationwide and Royal Bank of Scotland are still in town. The implications of further branch closures and possible solutions were discussed, e.g. short term signposting folk to the services offered by the Post Office, long term exploring the feasibility of a Banking Hub, but we currently don’t qualify for a banking hub as there are still two banks in the town.
Greenspace matters at Westfields need to be delt with directly with the developer (Bancon).

Councillor McEwan 

Emma Street Laundry - TM reported that the next stage for the site is for PKC to take a ground sample to see how contaminated it is. The results determine the next course of action.

Councillor Shiers

Playpark at Piggy Lane still isn't open for business. There remain issues which have not been signed off by PKC. Followed up with PKC and Scotia Homes

Thanks to the 8 folk who turned up at the litter pick on Sunday. Between us and the fabulous Martin Shaw 30 bags of litter were picked. The next one is 1 March at 10am at the Campus.


It has been so positive to see the various buildings coming back into use in the town and we need to do all we can to support these businesses or they won't thrive. 

Visited Wisecraft on Monday and witnessed cars going the wrong way along the one-way system.   
Signage flagged up to PKC asking that it be reviewed.


Concern raised about people driving on the Common in Rattray. All reported to PKC. 

SCYD have begun their work on promoting their 21st birthday year and will be holding an event in June. It would be great to see the community getting behind their work which is really important in the town.

	





	Item 14 – AOCB
CCTV Due to an incident in the town The Fair O’ Blair, it has been asked if we can get more Police and CCTV in the town as the incident spread into the Wellmeadow and other pubs. 
	

	General Note: To bring repairs, maintenance, traffic and other council matters to PKC’s attention, any resident can do so via the PKC website https://my.pkc.gov.uk
	




Date of next meeting; 12 March 2026, 7pm in the Bari Building
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